
    Characteristics of Texts and Independent Reading Behaviors  

                  for the Beginning of 5th Grade 
 

Text Characteristics: 

• Sophisticated vocabulary 

• Some of the longer chapter books at this level 

require sustained reading effort over multiple 

sittings 

• Books represent a range of times in history 

• Wider variety of texts 

• Literary devices such as simile and metaphor 

require background knowledge 

• Technical aspects of non-fiction text require 

background knowledge 

 

 

 

 

Readers at this stage: 
• Begin to understand figurative language 

• Understand and discuss more complex characters 

• Understand more complex themes and main ideas 

• Use context to understand complex vocabulary 

• Do a majority of their reading silently 

• Connect concepts and themes to political and historical events and environmental information                  

• Use and understand connotative meanings of sophisticated vocabulary words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   Fiction Text 

Non-fiction Text 


