
   Advanced 5th Grade Text Characteristics and Independent Reading Behaviors 
*It is important to note that even though your child may be assessed at a higher level and able to read 

more advanced books, their reading interest may still be in stories/topics written for 5th grade. Talk 

with your child to find out what topics and types of books they are excited to read. The most important 

activity to help your child grow as a reader is to let him/her talk about the books he/she is 

reading. 
                            

Text Characteristics: 
•Informational books deal with controversial social concepts and political  

     issues and include detailed historical accounts of periods less well-known  

• Vocabulary becomes more sophisticated and complex  

• Informational texts include complex examples of the complex 

     organizational structures  

• Fiction texts explore a wide range of mature themes  

• Fantasy texts present heroic quests, symbolism, and complex characters 

 

 

 

Readers at this stage: 
• Have an understanding of figurative language 

• Analyze vocabulary words in terms of both literal and connotative meanings 

• Readers learn new ways of finding technical information  

• Use prior knowledge of political and historical events and about the problems 

of cultural groups 

• Use critical thinking skills to help understand the text 

• Do a majority of their reading silently 
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