Characteristics of Texts and Independent Reading Behaviors
for the Middle of 5th Grade

Text Characteristics:

* Include a variety of genres and text structures

The Product Review
* Informational texts (non-fiction) cover a wide range of topics and Getting u product reviewed by magazines or TV shows can be great
present specific technical information iy L';.;'\(.Z'(T.'.’{:.'.'.’.J"[.'f;i'ﬂ'.’:..'L'l'lfllfﬁﬂlﬂf et o
+ Texts contain many sophisticate, multi-syllable words e il |
* Tllustrations require interpretation and connection to the text s ?'.':.‘;;L.Tu‘ﬁ;'_".T;'.’:3’Lf'i:.','."iIf.i"if;fi’;f:l":ff?ﬂﬁii".’.fi’.‘ i

- Fiction texts have several themes and characters
*A variety of text structures and formats are used

*Novels may be 200-300 pages long
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Professor Rooster’s Invention Diary
Aaki-avavidy Machine Praject; Day 14

Today, | got up eavly, woke Klong, 0Ad got vaight into a

movaing of inverting, The doy didnt get off 4o a good stavk,

wnfovtunately. Alter ancther inspection of Hhe mackine, |

vealized | aceded +o shvip off the whole +op Walf and veplace

Hne insides, as +hey weve completely fvazzled afker yestevday's

Jisastevs. e ook i apavk vebuilh the vecombobulator, added
“ L 77 onother fizzlestick, and veplaced +he gravity wives.

Tust as we weve Acavly veady o put +he +op back on, tlaag
Avopped his electvohammer inside Hhe machiae. | doat Ak
Haad would have beea a problem if Hhe electvahammer hadat
malfunchioned and gone compledely borkevs. L shavted 4o leap
avourd and hammev like cvazy ot all Hhe aew pavks we had put
in as if 1 ad a 1ife of s owa. By the Hime Elarg, monaged
4o gek it undev contvel, i+ had alveady deshvored most of e
pavks. What a disaste! L Hniak weve going o have 4o shavk all
ovev agaia!

| spenk Hne vest of +he day desigaing a new machine, using all
Hhe baowledge | hod gained Lom +ne fivst one. Ive dvawa up a
blueprint - aow all we have 4o do is build i That can wairk uail
Yomovvow. s late aow and | aced to go o sleep.
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Fiction Text

product is head and shoulders above the rest.

Product reviews can be a powerful tool in an ad campaign, especially
when trying to introduce a brand new product. It can really help to bear
from somebody who has already taken the plunge and tried the product out

and Tiked it, This can win over a skeptical consumer. It is doubly helpful
If the review is written in ordinary language, so that it does nat sound

like advertising. That way, consumers know it is the real thing, A positive

product review can really help to get your ad campaign of f the ground.
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from Stick 'Em On Your Feet, Inc.

We expect quaiity from the folks at
Stick Em On Your feet. Their latest
shoes, 10 Mile Sneakers, afe no
exception: They may be expensive,
bt they're worth it.

Non-fiction Text

Readers at this stage:
* Have an understanding of figurative language
*Analyze vocabulary words in ferms of both literal and
connotative meanings
* Use prior knowledge of political and historical events
and about the problems of cultural groups
+ Do a majority of their reading silently
+ Will need to think critically about the text
* Notice aspects of writer's craft and structure (how does the
author tell the story or give the information?)




