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Preparation 
Gather copies of self-portraits for opening discussion on what a self-portrait is. 
If desired, run off the writing PDF for this project.  
Vocabulary: 
Oil Pastels, blending, self-portrait, and symmetry




I Can Statements
I can write a story about something that has happened or a made up story. 
I can use oil pastels to create a self-portrait. 
I can demonstrate how to blend colors using oil pastels. 
 I can create facial features that are symmetrical and proportionate in size. 


Lesson - This Lesson was derived from the following website.
http://www.artprojectsforkids.org/2012/08/peek-self-portrait.html
The printable PDF can be found at 
http://artprojectsforkids.me/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Peek-Face-Portrait.pdf
1. Complete the writing process first. 

2. Have a few self -portraits for students to view. What similarities and differences do they have?  Define what a self-portrait is. Go over the parts of the face with the students. Explain that they will be creating parts of their own self-portrait today and a complete self-portrait at a later date. 


3. Discuss symmetry and congruent shapes of the eyes, eyebrows and ears. Start by drawing the eyes in pencil, just above the sheet of paper. The two eyes should always be one eye-width apart. Use a ruler to measure the eyes and the distance between the eyes. 

4. Draw the top of the head, almost touching the top of the paper. 


5. Draw the rest of the face and fingers on the side.

6. Use oil pastels to complete the self-portrait. This is a great lesson to introduce blending of the colors especially with the hair color, and as they create their background. 

7. Have the students create another self-portrait at a later date so they will have a completed self-portrait. They will allow them to add details such as prints on their clothing, or jewelry they might be wearing. 
Teacher Background Knowledge
You may select a narrative writing for the project. You might also want to have the students write down yearly goals. Having the students write a poem about themselves in another idea for the writing connection. 

A self-portrait is a picture, depicting the artist as the subject and created by the artist. Elementary-school students are just starting to understand their personal characteristics. A self-portrait art project is a great way to help students learn more about the parts of the face and how to illustrate themselves.

Oil pastels can be blended or left alone to create distinct lines. 

Smudges may appear as students handle their paper. An eraser will easily erase these smudges. 


                                                                     Name___________________Lesson______________________ Assessment

	Thumbs Down
	Don’t Know
	Thumbs Up
	Assessment Question

	
	
	
	Did you use your personal best during this lesson?

	
	
	
	Did you actively listen and follow directions?

	
	
	
	Did you use your creativity? (is it original?) 

	
	
	
	Did you complete your project?

	
	
	
	Did you incorporate the art media?

	
	
	
	Does the artwork show the elements and/or principles discussed?  
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