



Abstract-art in which the details of real objects are simplified, distorted, or rearranged, art with parts that may not look real
Acrylic-fast-drying paint containing pigment suspended in an acrylic polymer emulsion, common medium.
Aerial perspective The illusion of distance in the landscape in a painting achieved by making objects paler and bluer the further they are from the viewer
Aesthetics-the branch of philosophy dealing with such notions as the beautiful, the ugly, the sublime, the comic, etc., as applicable to the fine arts, with a view to establishing the meaning and validity of critical judgments concerning works of art, and the principles underlying or justifying such judgments
Analogous Colors- are a palette of compatible color combinations that blend well together. They are neighbors on the color wheel. 
Animation-showing movement
Architecture-the art of planning and making buildings

Art-the quality, production, expression, or realm, according to aesthetic principles, of what is beautiful, appealing, or of more than ordinary significance, things that are made to be looked at or experienced
Art Criticism-is the discussion or evaluation of visual art
Artist-A person who makes art

Art History-the academic study of the history and development of the visual arts

Art Materials-resources (such as paint, clay, cardboard, canvas, film, videotape, models, watercolors, wood and plastic) used in the creation and study of visual art

Art Media-broad categories for grouping works of visual art according to the art materials used 

Art Medium-a single category for grouping works of visual art according to the art materials used 

Art Prints-printed copies of original artworks

Artwork-a piece of art, such as drawing, painting, or sculpture



Background-the part of an artwork that seems to be farthest away from the viewer

Balance-the way parts of an artwork work together so that the parts seem equal
Baroque-of or pertaining to a style of architecture and art originating in Italy in the early 17th century and variously prevalent in Europe and the New World for a century and a half, characterized by free and sculptural use of the classical orders and ornament, by forms in elevation and plan suggesting movement, and by dramatic effect in which architecture, painting, sculpture, and the decorative arts often worked to combined effect
Batik- Application of wax resist on cloth. 
Bevel- a sloping edge, usually used on furniture or glass
Beads-small pieces of material with holes for string
Bird’s eye view- a scene, usually a landscape or townscape, depicted from an imaginary viewpoint high up so as to give a comprehensive overview.  Bird’s-ye views first appeared in the late medieval art, and were further developed in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Blending- the graduation of color in painting so that two hues or values merge imperceptibly


Calligraphy- the art of fine writing with brush and ink or pen and ink, it is also frequently used as a means of decoration and artistic expression as well as for written communication.  
Canvas- a cloth made from cotton, hemp, flax, used as a paint support.  

Caricature-a portrait that exaggerates or distorts the essence of a person, animal, or object to créate an easily identifiable visual likeness 
Camera-A machine that uses light to take pictures
Center of Interest- the part of an artwork that the viewer notices first

Ceramics-an inorganic solid prepared by the action of heat and subsequent cooling 
Cinematographer-the person in charge of running the camera and filming the movie
Cityscape-an artwork that shows a view of a city

Classical Art-art made in the style of ancient Greek and Roman artworks

Closed form-a sculpture that has no openings for background space to show through

Color- red, orange, yellow, green, blue, violet 
Color Wheel-A chart that shows colors in the order of the rainbow
Contemporary-art produced at this point in time or art produced since World War 2
Contrast-A dramatic difference between two parts of an artwork

Collage- A two-dimensional process in which a built up printing plate surface is impressed on to a printing surface such as paper
Complementary Colors-pairs of colors, such as yellow and violet, that are opposite of each other on the color wheel
Composition-The way the parts of an artwork are put together

Cool Colors-Colors that give a cool feeling, such as green, blue and violet
Composition-the way in which lines, shapes, or objects are arranged, or put together, in an artwork
Contour Lines-outlines drawn around figures or objects
Create- to produce works of visual art using materials, techniques, processes, elements, and analysis; the flexible and fluent generation of unique, complex, or elaborate ideas

Creativity-when a person creates something new that has some kind of value
Crosshatching- crossing lines of hatching, used to denote shading in a drawing, print, or painting

Cubism-An art style in which parts of the subjects are distorted or rearranged into geometric planes, sometimes showing different points of view at the same time



Depth-the appearance of space or distance in a two-dimensional artwork
Design-to plan for the construction of an object 
Design elements- Visual arts components such as line, texture, color, form, value, shape, and space

Diagonals- slanted lines

Diffusion-the scattering of light rays caused by water, dust, or smoke in the air

Distortion-The changing of the way an object looks by bending or stretching its shape
Documentary-a nonfiction film or photograph meant to be educational
Dominance-what a viewer notices more than other colors in an artwork
Dry Brush- refers to a painting technique that uses a dry (lacking in water or carrying medium) brush to make marks on the supportive ground  



Easel- a free-standing structure designed to hold a painting while an artist works on it.  
Egg Tempera- a type of painting that makes use of egg white as its carrying medium

Elements of design: Line, Space, Form, Texture, color, value
Emboss- the hammering out of relatively soft metals such as gold or silver to form a design 
Emphasis-the effect created when one element is given more importance than another element in an artwork, the part of an artwork that you see first
Environmental Art-an artwork made from natural materials and placed in a natural setting; also called earthworks art or land art

Etching- a printmaking technique in which the surface of a metal plate is reduced through the action of a caustic solution (acid) acting on the exposed parts of the plate.  Ink is then deposited in the reduced areas and the image transferred to paper using the intaglio method of printing.  

Expressive Features- Elements evolving affects such as joy, sadness, or anger

Expressionism-a modernist movement, originating in Germany at the beginning of the 20th century, expressing meaning or emotional experience rather than physical reality


Facial Features-parts of the face, such as the eyes, nose, mouth, and ears

Figure-a human body in an artwork
Firing- the process of heating a ceramic body in a kiln to harden it, fuse the components, and to melt the applied glaze so that it binds it to the surface 
Focal Point-the part of an artwork at which viewers stop and focus their attention

Foreground-the part of an artwork that seems to be closest to the viewer

Form-a shape that takes up space and can be seen from all sides
Found objects- objects that can be used in a new way to make art

Fresco- Painting done directly on a wall surface treated with fresh plaster and egg tempera

Function - decorative, expressive, practical, persuasive, utilitarian


Geometric Form-an object that has height, width, and depth and whose sides are made up of geometric shapes
Gesture - a method of drawing which makes use of abbreviated, responsive markings to express form.  Drawing which signals or suggests rather than delineates

Golden Rectangle-a rectangle, divided into sections, that is used by artists to plan the composition of painting
Graphic arts- in the fine arts this refers to all the various techniques used  in the production of original prints, and in the commercial arts to all the processes involved in the production of text and artwork



Hatching- the use of finely drawn parallel lines to suggest shading, hatching is employed in drawing, printmaking, and painting

Highlights-areas on a surface that reflect the most light

Horizon Line-a line in the distance where the land seems to meet the sky

Hue-a pure, unmixed color


Ideas- formulated thoughts, opinions, or concepts that can be represented in visual or verbal form

Impasto- the buildup of the image through the use of paste-like layers of pigment

Indirect- refers to the painting method in which paint is applied in layers of glaze, or under painting or staining, the buildup of the image through the use of layers of colors

Intensity-the brightness or dullness of a color
Intermediate Colors-colors that are created by mixing a primary color with a secondary color

Information Literacy- an abstraction, an ideal, and an interlocking set of skills and knowledge characterized by an ability or behavior rather than a specific subject domain
Intaglio-a printmaking technique such as etching or engraving which makes use of impressing the paper with ink held in the line of the plate rather than from the raised surface of the plate





Kiln- an oven used to bake or fire ceramics


Landscape-a picture that shows an outdoor place

Linear Perspective- a technique in which an artist makes parallel lines come together in an artwork to create a sense of depth

Lines-marks that have length and direction

Lithograph-printing from stone, prepared limestone is used to transfer the image to paper, a drawing is made on the stone with a greased marker, ink is applied and the image is transferred through impression


Mask-a covering for the face
Matt- describes a surface, most commonly of paint, with a dull, lusterless effect, giving very little, if any, reflection
Media Literacy- the ability of a person to access, analyze, and produce information from a specific outcomes
Medium- a term used to describe both the various methods and materials used by artists (painting, drawing, sculpture….)
Mobile-a kind of sculpture that can move

Mono-print- also known as monotype, in which ink or paint medium is transferred from an impervious surface to paper, similar to printmaking but differs in that the image must be recreated fresh for each printing. 

Montage-a picture made by putting together many pictures of patterns
Mosaic- the technique of making pictures or patterns from small pieces of colored stone or glass set into cement or plaster
Motif-a shape, design, or object that is repeated in several places in an artwork

Movement- the way a viewer's eyes move around an artwork

Mural-a large painting done on a wall


Narrative Art- art that tells a story, using events and characters from history, fiction, or everyday life

Negative Shape- in a two-dimensional artwork, the shape of the empty areas around subjects

Negative Space- In a three-dimensional artwork, the empty space around a raised area

Neutral Colors- colors such as gray and brown that are made by mixing complementary color pigments



Op Art- a kind of abstract art that includes optical illusions
Open Form- a sculpture that has an opening or openings where background space shows through

Optical Illusions- in two-dimensional art, effects that trick the viewer into seeing something that is not there

Origami-The art of folding paper into shapes

Organic Form- an object with height, width, and depth whose borders are irregular

Organic Shapes-shapes that have irregular borders

Organizational Principles- 
balance, emphasis, contrast, pattern, movement, rhythm unity, (repetition and harmony are sometimes included as principles) as well as, underlying ideas, feelings, and meanings through selective use of the communicative possibilities of the visual arts

Overlapping-the placement of some objects to partly cover other objects, artists use overlapping to show which objects are closest to the viewer


Painting-a two-dimensional artwork made with paint
Palette-a thin oval or oblong board with a thumb hole and finger board at one end on which the painter arranges his colors
Patterns-recognizable designs made with repeated lines, shapes, or colors

Perception-visual and sensory awareness, discrimination, and integration of impressions, conditions and relationships with regard to objects, images, and feelings
Performing Arts- arts that are preformed, such as music, drama, dance

Perspective- a technique used to create a feeling of depth, or distance, in a painting
Photograph-a picture made using a camera

Photomontage-an artwork made up of photographs

Photorealistic-relating to a kind of painting that is so detailed that it might be mistaken for a photograph
Pigment- a colored powder commonly mixed with liquid to make paint

Placement-the technique of placing objects higher in a painting or drawing to show depth or distance

Point of View- the position from which an artist looks at a subject while creating an artwork

Pop Art- a kind of art that often features common objectives, letters, and numbers in a style similar to the art in advertisements and comic strips

Portrait- an artwork whose subject is a person

Pose-the body position a model holds while an artist sketches, paints, or sculpts his or her portrait

Positive Shape- in a two-dimensional artwork, the shape of subjects that have empty areas around them

Positive Space- in a three-dimensional artwork, the space occupied by a raised area

Pottery-Objects such as bowls made from clay and hardened

Practical Arts- The application of visual art design elements and principles into everyday occupations and objects, such as interior design, culinary arts, auto design, woodworking, landscape design
Primary Colors- the colors red, yellow, and blue, they are mixed together to make other colors on the color wheel

Principles of Design- balance, emphasis, contrast, pattern, movement, Rhythm, Unity (sometimes repetition and harmony are included)

Process - a complex operation involving a number of methods or techniques, such as the addition and subtraction process in sculpture, the etching and intaglio processes in printmaking, or the casting or construction processes in making jewelry

Profile- a side view of a subject

Proportion-A sense that objects are the correct size in comparison with one another




Radial Balance-the kind of balance created when the parts of an artwork extend from its center like the spokes of a wheel
Rhythm-the visual beat created by the regular repetition of elements in an artwork



Saturation- the brightness of a color, pure, unmixed colors have high saturation

Scene-a view of a certain place

Sculpture-an artwork that has form and can be seen from all sides

Secondary Colors- the colors orange, green and violet, each one is created by combining two primary colors

Self-Portrait- an artwork in which the artist is the subject
Sepia- often used to describe many types of brownish wash
Sequential-relating to the arrangement of the parts of an artwork in a series of steps
shade-a darker color made by adding black to a color

Shading-the use of value to create shadows on objects in flat artworks

Sketch-a rough or unfinished drawing that often shows a plan for an artwork

Space-the area between, around, or within objects

Stained Glass-pieces of colored glass that make pictures or patterns

Still Life- an artwork that shows a group of objects arranged in a composition

Structures- means of organizing the components of a work into a cohesive and meaningful whole, such as sensory qualities, organizational principles, expressive features, and functions of art

Subject Matter - meaning or significance given to a work of art (portrait, landscape, still life)
Surrealism- A type of art that features confusing and dreamlike images

Symbols - something representing another thing, a reduction, simplification, or replacement for the representation of a more complex or series of ideas
Symmetrical Balance-The kind of balance created when an equal number of similar shapes or objects are placed on each side of an artwork



Tactile Texture- the way the surface of a real object feels when you touch it

Techniques- specific methods or approaches used in a larger process; for example, tradition of value or hue in painting, crosshatched lines with pen or pencil, or conveying linear perspective through overlapping, shading, or varying size or color

Technologies- complex machines used in the study and creation of art, such as lathes, presses, computers, lasers, and video equipment

Tempera- opaque water base paint

Tessellation- a pattern of shapes that fit together without overlapping and without having empty spaces between them

Texture-the way something feels

Themes- a unifying concept expressed in a work of art

Three-dimensional-Having height, width, and depth
Throwing a method of creating a vessel on a potter’s wheel
Tint-A lighter color made by adding white to a color

Tools - instruments and equipment used by students to create and learn about art, such as brushes, scissors, brayers, easels, knives, kilns, and cameras

Two-Dimensional-having height and width



Unity-the sense that an artwork is complete and that its parts work together as a whole



Value- tonal range from light to medium to dark

Vanishing Point-the point on the horizon line where parallel lines seem to meet and disappear

Variety-the interesting effect created when one element is different from other elements in an artwork

Visual Arts- a broad category that includes the fine arts of drawing, painting printmaking, sculpture, ceramic, fibers, jewelry, works in wood, paper, and other material; communication d design arts (film, television, graphics arts, architecture, environmental, urban, interior and landscape), folk arts; and installation and performance art

Visual Texture-drawn or painted texture that looks like real texture

Visual Weight-the importance given to objects or shapes by their size, color, or placement in an artwork.

Visual Literacy - refers to methods of analyzing visual properties of objects such as aesthetic scanning, the Feldman approach, or the Mittler Approach



Warm Colors-colors that give a warm feeling, such as red, orange, and yellow

Weaving-an artwork made by lacing together fibers such as yarn, thread, or strips of fabric.  Rugs and baskets are kinds of weavings

Wet on Wet, Wet on Dry, Dry on Wet, Dry on Dry - a water color technique this refers to the four primary methods of controlling the amount of water used on the surface 







